"is not a man what he seems to be?" 



"benzene #4i july 15, 1938 

THIS -ISSUE -I S-LATE-BECAUSE DEPT.: 

I've been reading strunk & white again, so i'm feeling more than the usual 
pressure to lessen the grammatical intricacy of my baroque writing style, alas, 
as usual i find that my ideas are too convoluted to be so easily disentangled, 
my descriptive verbs and adjectives insist that only they carry all the essential 
nuances; my conjunctions and relative pronouns protest that only they can properly 
indicate the relations of my concepts to one another, poor bargainer that i am, 
i gave in to most of their demands (including the use of four different tenses in 
the first four sentences), but i did extract a few minor concessions: i've curbed 
my excessive use of litotes (look it up) and repressed' some of my more obvious 
verbal tics, for the first time in benzene history, the most notorious of the 
latter, "it seems to me that," has been expunged throughout an entire issue. 

thence the lead-in. somewhere near the beginning (i never got past chapter 
two) or plato's republic, one of the characters, playing a semantic game of the 
if-it-looks-like-a-duck variety, uses the line. 

this is benzene , an approximately monthly jifflzene published by ignatz jerome 
"mark" lew, who resides (a 10-minute walk from the town, named after the italian 
province of course, where ed meese grew up) at 4 38 vernon #103, Oakland, ca 9^610, 
and can be phoned at (^15) 268-8626. sub rates are 600 per issue. 

michael dukakis has (wisely) chosen to announce the identity of his running- 
mate a week early, so one consequence of benzene's delay this month is that i don't 
get to play guess-the-veep one last time, i'm not sure who i would have guessed, 
but i'm sure i'd have been wrong, john mclaughlin guessed bentsen last friday and 
i thought he was crazy. 

i'm not impressed by the choice (though i am impressed by the candidate), 
mr dukakis must see something i don't (comparison of our records indicate that 
this is likely), because i tninK this is one of the weakest of the suggested 
moves, however, it does reinforce my image of dukakis as a man who is instinc- 
tively cautious, and that comforts me. caution is a welcome trait in any politi- 
cian, and particularly in a liberal. 

the scrabble game is back, after a 2j— year hiatus, complete with a big picture 
of the board on page two. now i'm seriously considering running a diplomacy variant, 
though not deviant dip. what i have in mind is my own revised version of russ rus- 
nak's variant, cosmic diplomacy, cosmic dip is named after the game cosmic encounter 
in which each player has a special power, as you may have surmised, cosmic dip is 
simply diplomacy with special powers, the thing that annoyed me about russ's rules 
is that the powers described do not even loosely correspond to the powers in cosmic 
encounter . so frankie and i wrote up a new list of powers which do (though, in a 
few cases, only very loosely), some powers are identical to russ's, some are 
slightly different, some are invented by us, and some are borrowed from mike mills' 
dip-with-powers variant, vain rats, which was described in emhain macha about 
eight years ago (back when we thought zeens like black frog and volker wand er ung 
would never be forgotten), if there's any interest, i'll print the descriptions 
of the powers next issue, please let me know if: you're interested in playing; 
you're not all that interested but you'll sign up to fill the gamestart; you don't 
want to play but you think it'd enhance benzene to have a game running; or you don't 
know yet, but you'd like to see the rules next issue. 

i'm not seriously considering running deviant dip again, but i do wonder if ther 
any interest, if i were to open a game, would you sign up? 

SCRABBLE 

after discussing it for five issues i'm finally reviving the scrabble game, 
to refresh your memories, a brief history: 

first the rules, reprinted from bz #ki "there are two racks, a and b, each 
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assigned a player, tiles on the racks are not kept secret, though tiles won't 
be picked before they are needed, (so you get to see only the tiles left over 
from the opponent's last play.) dictionary i'll use is selchow & righter's 
"official scrabble player's dictionary" (ospd). paperback copy costs about 
five bucks and isn't too hard to find, i think, each turn the current rack's 
player ("phasing player" some rulebooks would say) as well as all kibitzers 
sends me what he considers to be the best move, if a kibitzer's move is clearly 
better than the player's move, said kibitzer becomes the new player for the rack, 
gm will judge (perhaps incorrectly) what move is best, you are welcome to make 
a case for your move, though i don't intend to be swayed by clever pr. opponent 
is encouraged to submit moves too though he can't take over both racks. 

"you can write your orders any way they are unambiguous, but my method is 
as follows: label the board a-o and 1-15 (like in battleship), i'm putting 
letters down the side and numbers along the top, though you can do it backwards 
and still play correctly, write the coordinates of the first letter of the main 
word (the word containing all the letters you played; if you played one letter 
you might have a choice), followed by a colon, followed by an equals sign and the 
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score for the play, if the main word goes down, list the number first in the 
coordinates; if it goes across, list the letter first (so the first coordinate 
is the row or column which contains the entire word) . blanks are written as 
the letter they represent with an underline, for example, here is the sample 
game listed in the scrabble rules: l) h6:horn=l4. 2) 8f:farm=19. 3) j6:paste; 
farms=25. h) 18: mob; not ,be=l6 . 5) k^: bit; pi ,at=l6 . 

"rack a is chuff afflerbach. rack b is kevin tighe. rack a contains these 
tiles: A EE LORY, deadline is november 29, 1985- moves received after the dead- 
line might or might not be accepted." 

in issue #5, chuff played h8:glory=26. in the conversation it was noted that 
AEGLORY makes an eight-letter word when added to L, N , or 0 (allegory, yearlong^ 
areology). a few months ago, while playing titan, it occurred to me that ABGLCnY 
plus G° makes a word, too. in issue #J§, rack b contained ADDDHIO . only chuff and 
i noticed the obscure but superior play 12b:hodaddy, and kevin played 12d: daddy, 
rack a was replenished to contain AESGCXY and the deadline for turn 3 was set for 
march 28, 1986. 

amazingly, i still have the orders i received so long ago, so i can pick up 
where we left off: a . 

m ark lued i: "how 'bout i9:axe;la,ox,re=25. this is if you don t want to 
hang on to the X for more exciting and lucrative possibilities, if not, then the 
best i can find (without resorting to le dictionary) is: fll:edgy=17. then too, 
there's 13b:ego;do, but that isn't worth beans, 'course, if you want to nolo out 
that elusive g (oxysen), Pgj ale is the play to go for, but i say, exorcise that 



, using it twice rather than hanging on to the sucker waiting for something better, 
(judging from the present position, you'd be waiting a long time.)" 

((you seem to have an unhealthy inclination to "go fishing," though you resisted 
the urge this time, as i said before, it almost never pays.)) 

•i'm not going to do a whole lot of research to find the best 

f 9: axed scores 28 but leaves you 



mark larzelere: 



plav, but will comment on a few obvious ones. ^ 

open to someone making taxed ((faxed, raxed)) and coming down from the triple word 
score, still, that won't be easy to do (it takes six letters). 19: axe; la, ox, re 
scores 25 more safely, but i like lOf :gooey=21 . it keeps you in the game, isn't 
easy to play off of, and saves the X for a better opportunity. 

me/ my style is to play a tight game so i9:axe;la,ox,re is the play i had in 
mind, partly because it threatened a follow-up play with the Y on jlO (eg, j7:gory; 
lar,oxy=40) without offering a similar opportunity to player b (because the other 
y is gone), but i find i like 10f:gooey a bit more, A EX being such a promising leave 

best of all, however, is chuff's play, sez he: "i'm going to use the offi- 
cial dictionary for all it's worth and play 13b:oxeye;de,ay,de=41 . how bout them 
apples? i still wonder how they justify allowing *de' as part of a last name, 
still, it's time to take the points and run. if anybody can beat it, my hat s 
off to them, by the way, the board was very helpful, i suppose it will still be 

even if you reduce it." 

a postcard received a few days later added: "it occurs to me that my play 
of 13b:oxeye allows kevin to add HO to daddy for a big 30 points. I'll 

md trust to the draw to keep me in the lead." 



the board appears on the previous page, when i find myself pressed for space, 
i may reduce it, but for now I'll leave it full size, the score is 6? -22. AG 
remains in rack a. kevin draws four tiles and rack b now contains AHIIORJ. dead- 
line is august 12, 1988. orders received before the deadline will be accepted, 
orders received not too long after the deadline will probably but not necessarily 
be accepted, i accept any orders which i get before i type up the game report, 
and as my readers know, my publishing schedule is not quite regular. 

mike barno {*/2d): "a progressive liberal? oh no! cancel my sub! 
"seriously, the goals you conceded holding in the next sentence ought to be 



pretty mainstream in a civilized society, but — never mind. 'sluts.' 

"your general comments on the parties were on the money, but i don't see 
gore overcoming 'posturing, blaming, moralizing, rationalizing, (and) whining,' 
at least not while he's married to tipper, fortunately, we didn't hear from her 
in the n.y. primary; unfortunately, we did hear from a desperate al, pandering to 
downstate's jewish vote to the point that ed koch overdosed, result: embarrass- 
ment to the party, 3 percent of the vote, and one guy less to try to figure out. 
sorry, but i'm not crying for the south 's great white hope, i decided months ago 
to hope that dukakis will rise above his party's weaknesses you cited, wish i were 
more confident. I'll vote against bush in any event, ((why?)) 

on the other hand, you're bleepin' wrong on the space program, the nations 
and/or factions that get into earth orbit and beyond will be by far the most pros- 
perous and powerful ones long before the end of the next century (unless the colo- 
nies break away before that), oh, sure, the marshall center's proposal is a lot 
better bet than committing the entire space budget in a single direction; but neither 
proposal has a glamor show at its heart, or do you want designer labels on the 
telemetry equipment (a.mong many medical examples) the next time you're hospitalized? 
crystal data storage, materials engineering, superconductors, chemistry, precision 
microbearings, solar receptors, and other technologies have come a long way since 
skylab's days, far enough to realize tremendous benefits from orbital operations, 
and do you suppose arthur c. clarke could foresee all the implications of the 
geosynchronous communications satellite when he conceived it after the war? 

$^5 to get western man into space? eventually, this planet will choke in man's 
poisons, or run out of its resources, or get hit by a comet, or get blown apart to 
lif elessness. should intelligent life end at that time? i'd rather it didn't, of 
course, we could spend a hundred times as much for orbital weapons systems, and 
(just maybe) hasten the day of reckoning, be rich when we die. oh yeah. 

"(read the high road by ben bova.)" 

me: i won't defend al 1 s new york fiasco, but i am prepared to defend tipper, 
you're absolutely wrong about her, probably because you are misinformed, i thought 
for sure that i had discussed the pmrc here in benzene, but looking through the 
back issues i don't see anything, i have too many audiences these days; i find it 
difficult to keep track of who's heard what. 

your aside about the colonies breaking away reveals that your love of space 
is that of a romantic, and i wonder if that hasn't clouded your reasoning a bit. 
it sounds like you're hinting at the frequently drawn analogy of today's space 
exploration to the european exploration of the world in the l^th and l6th centuries, 
the analogy is false, all but a tiny fraction of space exploration takes place in 
ships in space, not on planets, moons, or asteroids, this would be analogous to 
the 15th-century Portuguese outfitting a big ship and having sail around in the 
middle of the atlantic ocean, perhaps keeping it stocked by sending smaller ships 
out to meet it. furthermore, the new worlds which the europeans discovered were 
ecologically similar to the old worlds from which they came — indeed many were 
already inhabited by members of the same species, today's new worlds are cold, 
barren and lifeless, to colonize one of them would be analogous to the 16th- 
century british colonizing antarctica. 

is space-based research and development projects were as promising as you claim, 
then companies like trw, dow chemical, or general electric would be glad to fund 
them, even without taking money from the taxpayers, it would be far more efficient 
to make valuable technology the explicit goal of any space program, rather than 
merely a benign by-product of the quixotic quest to put western man in space, the 
fact remains that adding astronauts to a space program makes it cost ten times as 
much but adds nothing to its scientific value. 90^ of the money is wasted, and the 
waste goes on because it provides the man-in-space romance which satisfies the 
dreamers at nasa and persuades the gullible public to continue footing the bill. 

the claim that the earth might run out of resources is a phony argument and 
i'm surprised that a futurist like you would repeat it. in 1798 thomas malthus 
said that the world couldn't produce enough food to sustain any more population 
growth, and his followers have been spreading similar scare-stories of scarcity 



ever since (even as the population quintupled), in 1979 jimmy carter said that £~ 
if the rate of demand for oil didn't decrease, we'd run out by 1990. now we're ^ 
two years from doomsday and no one thinksthere's an energy crisis anymore, maybe 
that's because the usgs had neglected to consider about 99^ of the stuff. 

the point of citing disproven predictions from throughout history is to 
suggest that perhaps your intuitivie feeling that time is almost up say.; more about 
human psychology than it says about the ecological state of the planet, oh sure, 
today's problems seem so much more significant than yesterday's, but so it must have 
seemed to them too. what led mr malthus and all his followers astray was thinking 
only in the limited terms of the knowledge of the day, neglecting to consider that 
tomorrow's knowledge might reveal answers in areas where no one even thought to look 
before. 

strictly speaking, the earth has 6j sextillion tons of resources; the trick is 
to figure out new ways to use them, allow me to quote your favorite upstate con- 
gressman, jack kemp: "we don't even know what the next generation will regard as 
a natural resource, any more than our ancestors knew what we would do with petro- 
leum, uranium, and bauxite, substances become resources only when the human mind 
figures out ways to use them to make something that consumers value." 

extracting minerals from the ocean, cleaning up the atmosphere, ending the 
threat of nuclear war, turning the sahara into a tropical rain forest — these 
seem like such daunting tasks, but in fact they are easy compared to the coloniza- 
tion of space, the latter is a truly enormous undertaking, no matter how practica- 
ble all those sci-fi stories make it seem, perhaps some day, long after you and i 
are dead, it will be worthwhile to expand into space, but in the meantime there's 
plenty of more snesible work to be done at home, you want to make a new world? 
try central australia, or outer mongolia, or greenland. there are millions of 
square miles of currently inhospitable land right here on earth, compared to the 
moon, even antarctica is a land of plenty. 

j ohn michalski : "what is un-reactionary to taking a slap at a moderate, 
mealy-mouthed nothing like bush, and a slightly veiled massachusetts liberal 
pillar?" 

me ; the term "reactionary" is generally used to describe conservatives of 
the early 19th century (eg, metternich) who opposed the various liberal revolu- 
tions because of an interest in the status quo. so a "reactionary" today is a 
conservative who resists change — "tendency toward a former and usu outmoded 
political or social order or policy," says merriam-webster . rev jackson repre- 
sents many diverse interests, but the status quo is certainly not one of them. 

ch uff afflerbach (6/23): "dear ignacio — 

" — ignacio being the hispanic version of ignatz , from which comes the 
common Spanish nickname 'nacho.' and if that sounds like a mexican food, that's 
because these well-known fif ^f^M M4$M> appetizers were named after the 

chef who invented them, but more on that later. 

so, iggy, you live only a few miles away, yet i haven't laid eyes on you 
since super bowl sunday, when you came over to scarf my nachos, swill my beer 
((i didn't drink any beer.)), pontificate into the wee hours, and then bum a 
ride home, okay, i can handle all that ~ what are friends for? but al gore?! 
man, get outta Oakland! 

"it's ironic, really, you see, early this year i sent in one of those coupons 
for a free copy of the new republic — 'try it, you'll like it!' — and my free 
issue was the one with gore's portrait on the cover and a lustful endorsement 
inside, i didn't subscribe, a wise fiscal decision, it turns out, since i've 
managed to keep abreast of each and every issue through the benzene reprint 
service, ditto for your favorite talk show, the mclaughlin circle- jerk, i 
confess i watched it on lurid occasions, but nowthanks to benzene i don't have 
to. but just to get even, here's an article for you from my favorite magazine, 
the nation, you'll notice this article was written by mr vidal, and that's one 



gore i can endorse, i'll take my rebuttal over the air, as they say. 

"predictions? you want predictions? fine, the a's will win the series, in 
the playoffs they'll whip Cleveland (yes, Cleveland!) four games to two, with Can- 
seco the mvp. over in the national league, a pitchers war between the mets and the 
dodgers; mets in seven, david cone (not mr gooden) the mvp. the world series also 
goes the distance, this time carney lansford finally gets the recognition he deserves, 
so does Oakland. 

ah, but you want political predictions! so how's this: dukakis-glenn loses to 
bush-ueberroth, but by a much bigger margin than anyone pretended to expect, the 
deciding factor is a neat little shooting war (call it a 'crisis', or even better, 
an 'incident') of about eight days duration, probably in September, no, it won't 
be in the middle east or central america; my guess is in asia. korea is likely, 
during and due to the Olympics, natch, or maybe in the Philippines — marcos dies, 
we lose our ace in the hole and all control, and the wheel comes off. could even 
be in bur ma, another military dictatorship we maintain, wherever it is, a dozen 
or so good and most-likely innocent americans will die, reagan allows bush to wave 
the flag, and suddenly the country is walking tall again, dukakis will never keep 
up, not even in his elevator shoes. 

"big winner is pete Ueberroth, the instant vp. he escapes scott-free from 
baseball to politics, just before the major league players' strike of '39. that 
one will be long and ugly, and black bart giamatti is the guy who takes it on the 
chin, if you really want to put your money down, buy a season ticket in denver 
or new Orleans, and not for the nfl — for the upstart baseball league that magic- 
ally appears in all those towns anxious for expansion teams. 

"now about those nachos. they were born in del rio, texas, just about the 
same time i was. we grew up together and today neither of us bears much resem- 
blance to our early appearance, it was back in the early '50s when nacho, at his 
little mexican food restaurant, whipped up a dish he called nacho' s special: indi- 
vidual tortilla chips each with a slab or cheese and a slice of jalapeno, baked in 
the oven. -cday you get a pile cf chips slathered over with beans and sour cream 
and guacamole and who knows what else, a real mess to eat, but easy to fix. me, 
i still fix them the old-fashioned way, one at a time, call me a neoconservative . 
just don't get me started about that newest pseudo-craze, fajitas — chicken 
fajitas? shrimp fajitas?! old nacho would just shake his head at these crazy 
gringos." 

me (most of this was written before bentsen was picked, and all my tense-changing 
hasn't quite succeeded in making it current): i like gore vidal's fiction — 
especially when it's not masquerading as editorializing, opinions are always 
colored by the neuroses of the opiner, but in mr vidal's case the colors are a bit 
too garish for my taste, i still haven't read the article you sent, it's in my 
things -to-read pile, along with half a dozen nation s left over from before my sub 
ran out a few months ago. 

i think you overestimate the volatility of the situation in korea. the rest- 
lessness there reflects not frustration against oppression, but the dizzy dislocation 
of a young nation which has suddenly grown up and doesn't know what to do with all 
its unanticipated power and freedom, like american youth 20 years ago, they'll make 
a lot of noise but stop short of serious violence, if anything, the Olympics will 
give them reason to not get out of control. 

tell me more about burraa. i don't know much about the current situation, though 
i do know that u ne win, unlike president roh or even general chun, is a despot 
whose tyranny approaches pol pot and idi amin levels. I'm surprised to hear that 
we maintain him — not so much because of his unsavoriness but because he succeeded 
long ago in establishing government control of the economy so complete that the 
burmese economy is more socialist than that of most soviet-bloc nations, commerce, 
like any ether contact with foreign countries, is strongly discouraged, my obser- 
vation has been that the united states props up a dictatorship only when it has 
commercial interests in the area. 
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you'll be pleased to note that there are less than the usual amount of f 
reorints from the "circle- jerk" this month, i missed an episode two weeks ago 
"because i was too busy beating a certain neighbor in scrabble 

i remember tnr 's gore endorsement well, and you're right to call it "lustful." 
my guess is that a majority of the editors had decided to support gore for their own 
less dramatic reasons, so a conscious effort was made to use the magazine to sell 
the product as hard as they could, you'll be amused to know that they're at it 
again in the latest issue, but this ti:-.e they wanted him for running-mate, ("nunn 
or bradley or gore" they said, but sam and bill had already said no, so we know 
what that means.) this endorsement isn't quite lustful, but it's pretty exuberant, 
it's a shame you missed it, so i won't disappoint you by neglecting to provide an 
excerpt: "it is not that they are right-wing democrats, or big-oil democrats like 
bentsen. quite the contrary, what they have demonstrated is a characterological 
skepticism about liberal bromides, this skepticism, an expression of their sense 
of the fragility of the social fabric, is what can reassure those lost democrats, 
that the party is not inevitably the party of reckless change." except to point 
out that mr nunn is a right-wing democrat, i don't disagree with any of that. 

once nunn and bradley removed themselves from contention, new names started 
appearing on the gossips' veep list, lee hamilton, just a footnote when mentioned 
in last month's bz, had climbed as high as fifth or sixth on the list, gore's name 
resurfaced just before the holiday weekend, and gephardt's followed soon after, 
presumably the feeling was that if republicans could seriously consider a bush-dole 
ticket, then surely democratic voters, who are even a bit more tractable in their 
ooinions, could be made to forget their primary's lesser rancor, the problem, 
said elisabeth drew, was that jesse jackson would have been likely to be insulted 
by the selection of an also-ran whom he hir.self had outpaced, and furthermore, 
suggested mark green, mr jackson would rather avoid promoting any of his likely 
rivals for the nomination in '92 or '96. 

for the republicans, mark shields has made the startling and provocating 
su-gesticn that bush choose rudolph giuliani, the ethnic greed -busting u.s. attor- 
ney from new york, as his running -mate . dukakis's recent selection of lloyd bentsen 
adds a new angle to this idea, mr bentsen is certainly not a pawn of big business^ 
but he does have many friends on wall street (and in the oil industry), mr giuliani 
could be the instrument with which the republicans link the rising anti-wall-street 
sentiment to the ebbing an ti -big -government sentiment, the libertarian wing of the 
party can provide, in almost any industry, numerous examples of business regulation 
which was enacted in the name of fairness or protection, but ended up indirectly 
hurting the consumer and small business, in most cases, it can be demonstrated that 
the bigwigs of the industry in question, eager to thwart competing business which 
might usurr. their privileged position, were glad to conspire with the politicians 
--and specifically with democratic chairmen of commerce and finance committees, 
it's a tricky tactic, requiring great subtlety, but i think a clever candidate 
could pull it off. too bad the republicans aren't running one this year. 

to my surprise and dismay, fla. gov bob martinez, recommended by benzene , 
remains unmentioned (except in vertigo , thanks brad), mr martinez is now an 
even more attractive choice, florida has as much claim to southernness as texas. 
more important, dukakis has made obvious his plan to seek victory in calif, and 
texas by attracting hispanic voters, with martinez on the ticket, the press could 
be counted on to ask, "why vote for someone who speaks hispanic when you can vote 
for someone who is hispanic? one hopes that george would have the sense to not 
come right out and say it himself, but it's not at all heartening that he has in- 
stead given hispanics a display of craven tokenism by promising to put a hispanic 
in the cabinet, i think george would do well to do less telling and more showing, 
voters (and their proxy, the media) are like rebellious children: if you tell them 
something, they will instinctively deny it, but if you allow them to think it's 
their own idea, they'll never doubt it. 

chris carrier (7/5): "about the election, my current prediction is bush 
will beat dukakis and the popular vote will split 51- 2 +9; although this could change 



ai any tine. 

"this prediction is based on the following facts: in 19?6, 1930 and , 
the republican was coin,?- much worse in spring straw polls than the actual result. 

"i will be voting for bush in the election, although i can understand a 
desire to help people in need get their shit together and so forth, a vote for 
the democrats means a vote for the crybaby bleedingheartism that democrats use in 
place of good old-fashioned common sense. 

"i would have voted for gore over bush, why? because it is the nature of 
the two-party system that the out-party becomes the in-party every so often, and 
we have to prepare for the eventual return of the democrats to power; hopefully not 
in 1988, and if bush wins and gets a second term, by 1996 the natural desire for 
change, that is the ally of any out-party after two or more terms out of office, 
becomes almost unstoppable, of course, if an in-party is in office for four to 
five terms, it can reshape the country in its own image (as the democrats did in 
1932-52) and the out-party, to stay credible, has to adopt many of the character- 
istics of the in-party; for example, eisenhower did not plan on dismantling the 
basic social welfare state established by fdr; if he had, he would not have been 
elected . 

"so, much as the republicans wound up accepting the new deal as the price of 
getting bad: into power in 1952, the democrats will have to accept a substantial 
turn to the right as the price of getting back into power in either 1988 with 
gore or 1996 Kith some unknown moderate-to-conservative nominee. 

"also if the democrats were to win with gore, after losing with liberals, it 
would strengthen the upper hand of the moderates in the party, which is what would 
be needed if both parties were to accept the institutional changes that have taken 
place since 19S0 (lower tax rates, no more whining about 'national malaise' from 
1600 Pennsylvania ave . , etc . ) . " 

me ; i think you overestimate the moderateness of gore a bit. in a note on 
a recent vertigo brad referred to gore as a "liberal in conservative's clothing," 
an., i Jon't challenge Ihat charae Lerization . gore appeals to moderate liberals 
(like me) for the same reason bill bracley (who is even more liberal) does, his 
liberalism appears to be well thought out and based on reason, rather than on 
wishful thinking or knee-jerk reaction. 

i think that since 1930 the democratic party has come to the right a bit (most 
significantly on their attitude toward government spending), do you think it's too 
late for dukakis to identify with that trend and extend it enough to make it "sub- 
stantial" and be the one to bring the out-party back to power? there is some indi- 
cation that he's trying. 

more chris carrier : "about animal rights, i really think the motivating 
factor behind the animal rights people isn't a low sense of self -worth ((a low 
sense of security would be a better characterization of what i was suggesting)), 
but the sort of whiny guilt-tripping that was en vogue and the dominant ideology 
in the u.s. for about 15 years prior to the election of reagan. most animal rights 
types are educated upper middle class folks who grew up in cities, far away from the 
original source of their food, who recoil and shock and horror over life in the Real 
World, where we all feed on death, and we all feed on death, even veggies; for to 
provide land for food to grow on, communities of animals living in grassland must 
be dispersed and many of them starve, also, what is vegetarian food but dead plants' 
what is the difference between that and dead animals? where do you draw the line? 
should it be murder to swat a mosquito? is a man who masturbates to climax guilty 
of genocide because millions of sperm die? this is the logical conclusion of 
'animal rights' thinking." 

me: as i recall, petroleum is also composed of long -dead plants and animals, 
i wonder if that counts. 

your hypothetical masturbater is clearly not guilty of murder, a sperm is 
genetically incomplete, although it is alive (like, say, a blood cell), it does 
not constitute a living organism (like, say, a Paramecium), by the way, a woman 
who menstruates is also guilty of allowing gametes to die, though not as many. 

in the latest ecu, simon b cites a significant moral distinction between 
poultricide and pommicide, saying, "the chicken feels pain and the potato does not." 



i take that as a suggestion of the sensation of pain as a starting point for J 
"drawing the line." that settles the question of plants and bugs, and i'm sure 
it can be determined exactly where borderline animals, like lower fish and higher 
mollusks, sit with respect to the line, the interesting question now is if it is 
morally acceptable to eat animals raised in a nice environment and killed painlessly. 

still, i can't help but wonder if the concern with animal pain isn't the 
result of an irrational feeling that animals are "just like us." pain is an observ- 
able physiological phenomenon, but pain in that sense is not the same as suffering 
in the human sense, last week i saw an animal rights flyer, posted on a telephone 
pole in downtown san francisco, which was stylistically reminiscent of the free-the- 
tortured-political-prisoners-in-central-america stuff that amnesty international 
puts out. it showed the picture of an adorable calf (like missing children, oppressed 
non-humans are always cute) and described the sort of life he's destined to lead, 
i don't recall all the allegations, but i do remember that it was claimed that 
he'll live in fear, and according to the attention-grabbing headline, "before he 
dies, he'll wish he was never born." oh he will, will he? unless cows learn to 
talk or we learn how to translate brain patterns into descriptions of feelings, 
we can never know for sure that animals aren't really sentient but uncommunicative 
beings, meanwhile, to believe that a calf is mentally sophisticated enough to wish 
for death requires a leap of faith which i'm incapable of making. 

chris carrier, part three ; "also, i might point out that for 99^ of the 
history of the human species we were hunter -gatherers, and i refuse to slander 
my ancestors, unlike radical lefties who hold nothing but scorn for their history 
and culture." 

me: i'm sure you don't mean to imply that respect for our ancestors requires 
us to continue to practice their behavior, so i have to assume that this is a 
general comment and not a specific argument against the proposition that meat is 
murder, when i'm in a psychoanalytical frame of mind, i wonder if the people who 
are so eager to condemn western culture aren't indirectly expressing their con- 
demnation of tftemseives. my observation is that these people are often excessively 
remorseful about suffering, injustice, etc., to such an extent that they feel 
they are personally at fault, my speculation is that some recent development in 
the wests' s cultural environment has made it more difficult for people to outgrow 
the (literally) infantile delusion that they are responsible for everything that 
goes on in the world, my first guess would be to say it has something to do with 
the decline of religion, and in particular the declining presence of the concept of 
evil . 

GC33IP 

the news traffic controllers are doing a poor job, throwing so many stories 
at us all at once. 

one frequent man-on-the-street reaction to mr meese's resignation is, "how 
can he claim to be vindicated when no one has even seen the report yet?" that one's 
easy to answer: the independent counsel's job is to check out what happened and then 
submit (to whom i'm not sure, some judge i think) either an indictment or a report, 
if there's grounds on which to accuse meese of something illegal, an indictment 
would have been submitted, instead, we got a mere report, thus what was hinted at 
earlier is now certain: there will be no indictment, that's what meese means 
when he says he's been "vindicated of allegations of criminal misconduct." 

some liberals have complained that the delay between the submission of the 
independent counsel's report and its release to the public has allowed meese to 
retreat from the limelight before the press had a chance to give him a complete 
drubbing, i think it was sen carl levin (d,mi) who said meese is "just trying 
to put a good face on a bad situation." of course he is. why is that a problem? 
what would be a problem is if meese had resigned for suggested reasons like prepon- 
derance of accusations or appearance of misconduct; that would have encouraged 
salvos of unproved allegations fired against political enemies in future battles of 



public opinion, on the other hand, it clearly 
wasn't doing the justice department any good to 
have meese still there, so i for one an quite 
glad that he finally managed to make a relative 
ly graceful exit. 

no doubt we'll eventually hear about the 
many nasty -but -legal things he's done, he has 
at the very least demonstrated a lack of class 
and i don't condone what he's done (and i 
certainly don't need to find myself in the posi 
tion of defending another bad boy), but i do 
think that his legal vindication is insuffi- 
ciently appreciated, has respect for the law 
deteriorated so much that i'm the only liberal 
left who recognizes a big difference between 
being bad according to the rules and being 
bad in violation of the law? 

advocates of the plant-closing -employee-no tif ication-requirement bill are 

invoking the forei~ners ag?„in. they want us to believe that one reason america 
is so uncompetitive i.; that japan and the western european nations all have 
plant-closing laws and v;e don't, this is from the same folks who alerted us to the 
use of "slave labor" in south korea and taiwan. the next time you hear some pro- 
tectionist calling for a "level playing field," remember that in korea an "unfair 
trade practice" is not giving enough rights to laborers, and in germany an "unfair 
trade practice" is giving them too much. 

come on guys", you can do better than that. 

KtVHK BURGH DC?T. 

to paraphrase cole porter, it's too goddamn hot. all. 
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